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CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BANGKO 18045 200419Z 
66 

ACTION EA- 14 

INEO OCT-01 ISO-00 MC-02 PM-07 DODE-00 CIAE-00 INR-10 

NSAE-00 RSC-01 DRC-01 /036 W 

035698 

R 20032 IZ NOV 73 
PM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8369 
INEO AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 

CONPIDENTIAL BANGKOK 18045 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SNAR, TH 

SUBJ: M-16 RIPLES PROM SINGAPORE TO THAILAND 
REF: STATE 224103 

1. WHILE RUMORS EXIST, THERE IS NO HARD EVIDENCE 
HERE IN THAILAND THAT ROYAL THAI AIR PORCE OR 
ANY OTHER RTG AGENCY HAS BOUGHT 7,000 M-16 (AR-15) 

RIPLES PROM CHARTERED INDUSTRIES. RECENT RTG 
PURCHASES OP RIPLES HAVE BEEN HECKLER-KOCH 33, 

IN CONNECTION WITH ESTABLISHING HK ASSEMBLY 
PLANT HERE. 

2. AIR CHIEF MARSHAL DAWEE CHULLASAPYA, MINISTER 
OP DEPENSE, TOLD EMBASSY OPPICERS THAT RTG IS 
PURCHASING M-16 AMMUNITION PROM SINGAPORE. THIS 
PURCHASE CONFIRMED BY DAO SINGAPORE TO ASSISTANT 
ARMY ATTACHE, THAILAND, ON 15 NOV 73 IN SINGAPORE, 

MAY HAVE GIVEN RISE TO REPORT OF SUBJECT M-16 RIPLE SALE. 
KINTNER 
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Copy: SINGLE 
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Review Content Flags: 
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Review Event: 
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